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At Laing, your success is our success. We want you 
to be a customer for life so we will take the time to 
understand your life and what you want to get out of 
it. If we can help we will. If we can’t we will tell you. If 
we tell you we are going to do something then we will 
do it – how we said we would and when we said we 
would. No ifs, no buts, no maybes – no excuses. 

We work hard to earn your trust by ensuring that we are 
open, honest and transparent in all our dealings with you. 
There are no surprises at Laing. There is no nonsense. We 
are very proud that you have chosen us to help build your 
future and we will not rest until you are equally proud to 
have made that choice.

Considering a Laing Transportable Home is a great decision. 
It is a decision that can save you an enormous amount 
of money, hassle and time provided you take the time to 
follow our Step by Step Guide. More than anything else 
you should take the time to have a chat with us. We have 
been building transportable homes since 2001 with nearly 
300 buildings successfully completed. We know the pitfalls 
and the hidden traps and we want to help you avoid them. 
The information contained in our Step by Step Guide is 
absolutely invaluable but nothing beats talking to real 
people who have ‘been there and done that.’ Our track 
record is second to none and our advice is free. 

That’s the Laing Experience.

Grant Laing

THE LAING EXPERIENCE
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First and foremost your selected site must comply 
with all the rules and regulations in order to receive 
your Laing transportable home. The first thing to 
check is whether it will be legally possible to relocate 
a home onto the site. 

There are two things to look for: 
 
• Restrictions relating to the site itself 
• Local Authority / Council restrictions

Site Restrictions 
The legal status of the site is summarised in a document 
known as a ‘Certificate of Title’. On the Certificate of Title 
will be any relevant limitations or restrictions imposed 
on the land. You need to read and understand all of them. 
Sites within new subdivisions, for example, regularly 
contain covenants setting out the size, shape and form of 
homes to be built within the subdivision. Some expressly 
prohibit the use of transportable dwellings. 

Certificates of Title will also record any legal rights that 
are registered over the property such as a neighbour’s 
right of way or rights to convey services such as water, 
power or drainage across the property. Power corridors 
and approved building platforms will also be recorded 
on the title. All of these things and more may impact on 
the suitability of the site or the areas within the site onto 
which your Laing transportable home can be situated. 

Local Authority & Council Restrictions 
You need to find out the zoning of the site from your 
local authority. Not all zones are created equal and some 
make it difficult to relocate a building while others simply 
prohibit any kind of transportable home. Others are a lot 
more flexible.

A Land Information Memorandum (LIM) should be 
obtained from the local authority of the potential site 
before committing to purchase the land. In addition  
to important zoning information the LIM discloses  
significant information held by the Local Authority  
about the site including: 

1. Any known issues concerning the land including its 
histories of slipping, erosion, soft ground, filled ground, 
earthquakes or flooding. 

2. Issues concerning Resource Consents outstanding in 
respect of the land or buildings on the site as well as 
Resource Consents by neighbouring properties  
of the site. 

3. Any record of protected trees or buildings on the site. 

If you specifically wish to relocate a new transportable 
home to your proposed site, any issues arising from the LIM 
should be discussed in detail with the Local Authority and 
resolved to your satisfaction, prior to finalising a binding 
commitment to purchase the land. 

Get expert help
The legal position in respect of land and its suitability for a 
Laing Transportable Home can sometimes be complicated. 
We strongly suggest that you engage your Solicitor to 
help you and make sure you advise your Solicitor of your 
intention to relocate a building on to the site. By arming 
your Solicitor with this information and the knowledge 
that the property needs to be suitable to accommodate 
a Laing Transportable Home, matters relating to the 
suitability of the site can be sorted out prior to purchase. 
This avoids obtaining an unsuitable site with potentially 
severe financial consequences. 

1. GET THE RIGHT SITE

‘We chose Laing because of their reputation and price but we were 
impressed by their innovation and ‘can do’ attitude!”

David and Jude Letham 
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A number of consents need to be applied for prior 
to the construction and delivery of your new 
transportable home. These consents include: 

Construction Building Consent 
Each Laing Transportable Home can be custom designed 
and built to meet the specific customer requirements or 
to the Laing Standard Building plans and specifications. 
All Laing Transportable Homes are constructed above the 
requirements of the current building code, this includes 
building for very high wind zones and snow loading  
to 2.6kpa. The items below, while not exhaustive, are 
examples of the kind of information that will be required: 

• Construction Drawings including floor plans, elevations, 
cross section, plumbing plan, electrical and lighting plan

• Site plans setting out drainage and boundary 
separations

• Truss Design
• Deck / step details for access 
• Engineers documentation including bracing schedule
• Heating specifications

The process of preparing the consent documentation, 
along with lodgement and processing generally takes 
approximately 2-3 months.

It may be necessary to obtain a PIM (Project Information 
Memorandum) for the relocated site to enable any specific 
onsite issues that will need to be incorporated into the 
building design.

Once the Construction Building Consent has been issued 
construction of your building will commence. Various 
inspections of your building will be undertaken by the 
Christchurch City Council Inspectors to ensure compliance 
in accordance with the consented drawings.

Upon completion of the building a Code Compliance 
Certificate will be issued by the Christchurch City Council 
and will be forwarded to your local council.

Relocation Building Consent

The onsite building consent application specifically  
relates to the onsite works required to complete your 
building project:

• Installation of foundation piles, baseboards, decking  
and steps

• Site services, including drainage design if applicable
• Attached carport and/or verandas
• Completion of log fire installation (if applicable)  

Laing’s designer will provide a duplicate set of 
documentation similar to the construction building 
consent but including the additional information relating 
to the onsite works.

The onsite building consent can typically be processed 
concurrently providing clients with significant time savings.
At Laing we work closely with our Architects and other 
professionals such as the Engineer to prepare the required 
documentation and lodge the onsite consent on  
your behalf. 

2. GET THE RIGHT CONSENTS 

“Laing took care of the architects, and getting the consents and 
codes of compliance organised, which made the whole process a 
trouble-free experience from start to finish.”

Nelson & Catherine Collett
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2. GET THE RIGHT CONSENTS (CONT.) 

Resource Consent
This is a planning matter through The Resource 
Management Act (RMA) and is separate to the building 
consents. A resource consent may be required if your 
transportable home project breeches any of the district/
city planning requirements, such as:

• Set back from boundaries
• Recession Planes
• Cladding requirements
• Breach of Colour Covenants
• Fencing Restrictions
• A bond may be required to insure that certain 

maintenance work, remedial work is carried out. At this 
time a suitable drainage / effluent design may also  
be necessary. 

The following items may also need to accompany the 
resource consent:

• Drawing documentation
• Site plans setting out drainage and  

boundary separations
• Elevations
• A floor plan 
• Some councils may also require neighbour  

approval in writing
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Laing Transportable Homes has raised the standard of 
building quality transportable homes and cottages. 
We have a great variety of standard plans to chose 
from with our budget conscious Popular Range, the 
value driven Sanctuary Range, and the bespoke Smart 
House Range. 

Over the years we have constructed nearly 300 
transportable homes and delivered them safely to clients 
throughout the South Island. 

We understand the importance of good design and 
engage architects to collaborate with us to ensure our 
transportable homes provide and seamlessly embrace 
contemporary living requirements. 

Laing Transportable Homes are designed with efficient 
floor plans that avoid underutilised spaces. We can work 
with you in the design phase and take your site into 
consideration to ensure that we maximise the potential for 
natural temperature control in the house through window 
type, placement and size, cross ventilation and good 
insulation. 

Our yard based construction offers significant 
environmental advantages over traditional on site building; 
reducing travel emission, using standardized components 
where possible to reduce material waste and, for your 
neighbours, on site disturbance is kept to an absolute 
minimum. 

In fact, at Laing we believe that it is vital to approach 
transportable home design with an awareness of how 
to minimize the impact to the environment during 
construction and then beyond. 

All of our transportable homes feature our unique, 
earthquake proof Metrapanel building system. 

Metrapanel is a proudly Kiwi product that offers strong, 
durable, interior walls and ceilings with a beautifully 
smooth surface that easily achieves a Level 5 finish. It 
allows for 30-50% faster construction than traditional 
methods and the high density of Metrapanel means it 
is highly resistant to wear and tear. Laing Transportable 
Homes are built using the Metrapanel system to ensure 
you get more house and a stronger house for your money – 
robust, durable and energy efficient.

• Fully BRANZ appraised
• Up to R6.0 insulation rating
• 7/10 Homestar rating
• Fire tested
• Recyclable
• Can achieve a Level 5 finish

Laing have the right transportable home for your needs and 
we involve you in the process from the very beginning.

3. GET THE RIGHT HOUSE 

“Laing had the ideal house for what we wanted to do. It ended up being considerably cheaper than 
what it would have cost us to build a new home on site and we were impressed with their speed and 
efficiency. Once it was ready, it was on site and complete within 48 hours! More than that, every 
time I got in touch to see how things were going or to ask a question everyone knew what was going 
on and everyone knew who I was.”

Leslie Seaton 
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A Laing Transportable Home can save you a lot of 
money but if you need to borrow in order to get the 
transportable home of your dreams there are a couple 
of critical factors you need to be aware of. 

Typically, lending institutions lend up to 75% of the bare 
land value of your site. Once the project is completed they 
may lend up to 80% of the total completed registered 
value of your house and land. Either way the remainder of 
the funds have to come from you. 

You will need to engage a registered valuer to provide a 
valuation for the completed project. 

You can then show your lender that your deposit plus the 
assumed increased value will provide more than sufficient 
equity or security for the bank to lend you the funds you 
need and secure a mortgage over the property. 

However, unlike on-site new building construction your 
lending institution may not provide full funding until your 
home has been placed on the foundations, all site services 
have been connected, and your local Council has issued a 
Code Compliance Certificate. 

Your lender will also require your valuer to visit the site 
once the project has been completed to confirm the house 
has been transported onto the site, tied down to the 
foundation, and the services have been connected. Only 
then will your lender release the mortgage funds. 

We recommend you shop around the various lending 
institutions and/or engage the services of a mortgage 
broker. We would also welcome the opportunity to discuss 
your funding requirements in person and in confidence in 
our office and pass on the benefit of our vast experience of 
working with customers towards completing a successful 
transportable home project. 

4. GET THE RIGHT FINANCE

“Laing saved us a lot of time by helping us through all of the ins 
and outs of the finance situation and put us on to some fantastic 
professionals who gave us great advice. We would definitely 
recommend using Laing from start to finish.” 

Alex Thompson
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Some work may have to be done on your property 
prior to the house arriving. 

Once you have purchased the land and have selected 
a suitable house, as a condition of our contract we will 
arrange for our Transport Manager to visit the site and 
discuss where the house should be placed and advise 
how obstacles such as trees, power lines or water races 
will affect the access for the house trailer. We will make 
suitable recommendations where required to ensure that 
costs are kept to a minimum. 

Most sections or bare blocks generally offer no problems 
with access; however, if you have any doubts regarding 
access prior to purchasing a new transportable home, 
we can check the access for you prior to purchasing the 
property. A small fee may apply. 

We recommend where access is required through 
adjoining properties, written approval is obtained from the 
affected property owner. It may be appropriate for your 
neighbour(s) to be present during the site access meeting 
to clarify the access route to transport the building  
onto your site. 

We will conduct a site access inspection early on in the 
process and advise you as to what will need  
to be undertaken. 

Such items may include: 

• Removing trees, paths, old foundations etc.
• Temporarily removing or lower fences
• Placing concrete crossing culverts over water races 
• Levelling the site 
• Removing or spraying vegetation 
• Confirming the position of the house and providing  

a final floor height 

It is important, particularly with residential sections to 
establish the exact boundaries of your property. It is critical 
that the minimum distances between the boundaries 
and the house, together with the correct floor heights, as 
required by the local council, are correctly defined. This 
work will need to be undertaken by a registered surveyor. 

5. GET THE SITE RIGHT 

“Using Laing meant we had peace of mind. The company is upfront 
and honest and that goes a very long way in todays market.”

Roger Chaplin 
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Insurance

Laing can arrange transit insurance cover to cover the 
loading of the house onto the house trailer, transportation 
to your site and unloading onto the temporary styes. The 
insurance cover can be extended for a further period of 21 
days to allow for the foundation to be constructed.
The cost of insurance is approximately 1% of the insured 
value plus earthquake and fire levy, with a minimum 
premium of $250.00 plus GST. In addition, the excess can 
be between $750.00 and $1,500.00. Laing can arrange the 
insurance cover to be placed with their insurers, having a 
copy of the insurance certificate forwarded to you prior to 
the relocation. 

The insurance certificate may need to note your banks 
financial interest in the property. We recommend you 
contact your bank to confirm whether this notification is 
one of their lending requirements. 

Prior to your new home being placed onto the new 
foundations, you will need to enquire with your existing 
insurance provider whether they will cover your home on a 
standard home insurance policy. Some insurers will require 
the project to be completely finished prior to providing 
standard cover. In this event, it will be necessary to obtain 
Builders All Risk Contracts Works cover from your builder, 
whilst the necessary building works are being undertaken. 
Laings have a facility to provide limited contract works 
cover where Laings are responsible for the re-assembly 
of the building up to code compliance stage, special 
conditions may apply. 

We advise you to obtain written confirmation from your 
builder’s insurer. Once the Code Compliance Certificate has 
been issued by your council, you will then be able to obtain 
standard home insurance cover.

Completion works

Once the building has been placed on the foundations, you 
will need to arrange for the services to be connected to the 
building i.e.: plumbing, sewer, storm water, electrical etc. 
Once the services have been connected you will now be 
able to complete the decks, steps and baseboards. These 
can be completed by your builder or by Laing.

It is important to remember that this work is inspected 
by your local council building inspector to ensure that all 
works comply with the building code requirements. Check 
with your builder to ensure you are aware of the various 
inspection requirements for your project. 
You should obtain all relevant producer statements / 
compliance certificates from your onsite trades people and 
forward copies to your local council. 

Once the project has been completed, it is your 
responsibility to arrange for the final Code Compliance 
Certificate to be issued. This will involve the council 
building inspector visiting your site to complete a final 
inspection to ensure all works that you have completed 
comply with the building code. 
Providing you have complied in all respects, the council will 
then issue a final Code Compliance Certificate. 

6. GET THE MOVE RIGHT 
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At Laing we can show you how to prepare a budget 
to ensure that your relocation project proceeds as 
smoothly and hassle-free as possible. 

Our relocation experts can help you work through all the 
requirements (and all the costs) for the following:

• Land purchase 
• House purchase (Including Transportation)
• Insurance 
• Foundation (timber pile) 
• Drainage, Mains, Power, Water, Telephone 
• Council Fees: Construction and Onsite Consent 
• Regional Council – eg, effluent disposal consents  

if applicable
• Designer
• Engineer
• Geotech Site Investigation – If applicable
• Surveyor 
• Heating 
• Fences / paths / clothesline / letterbox 
• Driveway / Landscaping 
• Garage / carport 
• Legal costs 

We can save you time and money by recommending 
suitably qualified trades people such as electricians, 
plumbers, and drain layers to assist with your relocation 
project. We can also recommend qualified professionals 
like structural engineers, effluent disposal designers, 

draughtsmen, mortgage brokers, registered valuers, 
landscape designers and interior decorators. 
You might even want to take advantage of trade prices 
by purchasing materials for the onsite works from our 
preferred trade suppliers. Laing will provide you with a 
cash-only purchase order that can be given to our supplier 
whenever you are ready. 

We know you are busy and we just want to make your 
building relocation as easy and as effective as possible. 
Anything you need, just ask, and we will do our best to 
help. That’s the Laing experience.

7. GET THE BUDGET RIGHT



Grant Laing
P: (03) 349 4977  or M: 027 435 7353
E: grant@laing.co.nz

Liz O’Neill
P: (03) 349 4977 or M: 021 243 9549
E: lizzie@laing.co.nz

Or visit www.laing.co.nz 
 

Other Costs

Refer to our 
STEP BY STEP GUIDE TO MOVING 
YOUR RECYCLED BUILDING - THE RIGHT WAY 
or simply call and talk to us.

Laing Properties Limited endeavors to ensure that the sales listing information is 

correct but does not accept liabilities for errors or omissions.

CONTACT




