
Book now at kiwirailscenic.co.nz

NEW ZEALAND
BY TRAIN
The best way to experience our  
stunning scenery.
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Discover New Zealand’s Most 
Stunning Scenery by Train

You’ll see so much more of New Zealand if you travel by train.  
You can sit back in comfort and enjoy our friendly on-board 
hospitality, while watching the scenery glide past through 
enormous panoramic windows. 

There’s a spectacular range of scenery waiting for you – rugged 
coastlines and rolling hills, winding rivers, towering mountains, 
virgin bush and untouched alpine landscapes – much of which 
you’d never get to see from the road. 

And one of the great things about rail travel is when you get 
hungry, you can wander down to the café carriage and choose 
from a delicious range of meals and beverages. Awaken your  
senses on the open air viewing decks, or settle back and enjoy 
 the GPS triggered audio commentary available at-seat  
throughout the journey. 

Our three long distance rail journeys are a ‘must-do’ tourism 
experience in New Zealand. Book your unique journey today  
and discover the country’s most stunning scenery with  
KiwiRail Scenic Journeys.

CONTENTS
Our Services 2–3

Northern Explorer 5

Coastal Pacific 7

TranzAlpine 9

Scenic Escapes 10

Scenic Rail Passes, Throughfares 12

Our Carriages 15

Gift Passes, Charters, Travelling with Children 16

Things to Note 18–19

Where to Find Us 21

kiwirailscenic.co.nz

Responsible Tourism Vision
KiwiRail Scenic will provide our passengers with a safe, comfortable 
and enjoyable journey while taking responsibility to reduce 
environment impacts and contribute positively to the community.
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Our Services

Northern Explorer
AUCKLAND – WELLINGTON

An iconic, ever-changing journey through the heart of the  

North Island, bringing you a diverse range of scenery in one day.

Coastal Pacific
PICTON – CHRISTCHURCH

A dramatic tour of New Zealand’s coastline between the  
Pacific Ocean and the breathtaking Kaikōura ranges, operating  
an extended summer season between October and April.

TranzAlpine 
CHRISTCHURCH – GREYMOUTH

One of the world’s most famous train journeys, that takes you through 
forests and farmland, and over the spectacular Southern Alps.

Throughfares
WELLINGTON – PICTON – CHRISTCHURCH

A convenient addition to your trip on the Coastal Pacific.  
Let the Interislander ferry take you across Cook Strait through  
the picturesque Marlborough Sounds, or see it all from above  
with a Sounds Air flight.

CHRISTCHURCH – FOX GLACIER – QUEENSTOWN

A great way to explore the unspoilt West Coast region and beyond. 
The TranzAlpine connects with InterCity busses in Greymouth, 
seamlessly extending your train journey to reach more must-visit 
destinations of the South including Fox Glacier and Queenstown.

Key
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Coastal Pacific

TranzAlpine

Ferry/Flight/Bus

Otorohanga 
Waitomo

Franz Josef

Fox Glacier
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Northern Explorer

Travel through the heart of New Zealand and experience the  
North Island’s extraordinary range of scenery in one journey.

The Northern Explorer takes you through rolling green farmland 
and virgin bush, past quaint country towns and along rocky 
coasts. The journey through Tongariro National Park, with its 
three spectacular volcanic mountains –Tongariro, Ngāuruhoe and 
Ruapehu – is a highlight, a place of extremes and surprises, where 
snow-blanketed fields, ancient lava flows and dense beech forests 
can be seen side by side.

Make it a Scenic Escape and choose from overnight packages, with 
everything from luxury accommodation to adventurous activities.

AUCKLAND – NATIONAL PARK – WELLINGTON 
*Please note this timetable is subject to change. Please confirm 24 hours prior to departure.

TIMETABLE

The Northern Explorer operates 6 days a week, departing from 
Auckland on Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays, and departing 
from Wellington on Tuesdays, Fridays and Sundays.

Auckland – Wellington
(MONDAY, THURSDAY  
& SATURDAY)

Auckland 7.50am

Papakura 8.40am

Hamilton 10.15am

Ōtorohanga (Waitomo) 10.54am

National Park 1.15pm

Ōhakune 1.45pm

Palmerston North 4.20pm

Paraparaumu 5.30pm

Wellington 6.25pm

Wellington – Auckland
(TUESDAY, FRIDAY  
& SUNDAY)

Wellington 7.55am

Paraparaumu 8.45am

Palmerston North 10.00am

Ōhakune 12.45pm

National Park 1.15pm

Ōtorohanga (Waitomo) 3.45pm

Hamilton 4.30pm

Papakura 5.55pm

Auckland 6.50pm 

NOTE: The train may depart intermediate 
stations earlier if all booked passengers are 
onboard. Passengers are advised to be at 
all stations at least 20 minutes before the 
time shown.
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Coastal Pacific

Immerse yourself in the rugged coastal architecture of New Zealand. 
Travelling between Christchurch and Picton daily over the extended 
summer season, the Coastal Pacific journeys breathtakingly close to 
the Pacific Ocean, where the roaring, windblown sea meets enormous 
bush-clad mountains. Stop in Kaikōura for the day and experience 
some of the colourful township’s world famous eco-tourism activities, 
such as whale watching or swimming with dolphins.

The Coastal Pacific connects with the Interislander ferry and Sounds 
Air flights, which take you between the port of Picton and our capital 
city, Wellington, taking in the magnificent Marlborough Sounds.

Choose a Scenic Escape to combine your journey with 
accommodation or activities such as whale watching.

The Coastal Pacific is an extended summer train, running from 
October to April each year.

CHRISTCHURCH – KAIKŌURA – PICTON 
*This timetable is subject to change. Please confirm 24 hours prior to departure.

TIMETABLE – DAILY RETURN (OCTOBER – APRIL)

Christchurch – Picton
Christchurch 7.00am

Rangiora 7.28am

Waipara 7.56am

Mina 8.45am

Kaikōura 9.54am

Seddon 11.18am

Blenheim 11.46am

Picton 12.13pm

Picton – Christchurch
Picton 1.00pm

Blenheim 1.33pm

Seddon 2.02pm

Kaikōura 3.28pm

Mina 4.37pm

Waipara 5.30pm

Rangiora 5.57pm

Christchurch 6.21pm

Connections
> The morning Interislander sailing from Wellington arrives  

in Picton to connect with the 1.00pm Coastal Pacific  
to Christchurch. 

> The Coastal Pacific departs Christchurch  
at 7.00am and connects at Picton with the  
afternoon Interislander sailing for Wellington.

NOTE: The train may depart intermediate 
stations earlier if all booked passengers are 
onboard. Passengers are advised to be at all 
stations at least 20 minutes before the time 
shown. The train and ferry timetables are 
subject  to change at short notice.
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NOTE: The train may depart intermediate 
stations earlier if all booked passengers are 
onboard. Passengers are advised to be at 
all stations at least 20 minutes before the 
time shown.

TranzAlpine

Climb aboard one of the world’s great train journeys.

Cross the fertile farmlands of the Canterbury Plains, and enjoy 
thrilling vistas over deep gorges as you travel alongside the  
ice-fed Waimakariri River. Traverse the mighty Southern Alps,  
where spectacular views of the chiselled alpine landscape will  
take your breath away at every turn.

Descend through thick stands of native beech forest to your 
destination, Greymouth – a great base for exploring this unspoiled 
region with its mighty glaciers, wild rivers and famous Punakaiki 
pancake rocks.

Make it a day trip, or choose a Scenic Escape for overnight 
packages with accommodation and activities.

CHRISTCHURCH – ARTHUR’S PASS – GREYMOUTH
*Please note this timetable is subject to change. Please confirm 24 hours prior to departure.

TIMETABLE – DAILY RETURN

Christchurch – Greymouth
Christchurch 8.15am

Rolleston 8.34am

Darfield 8.53am

Springfield 9.15am

Cass 10.12am

Arthur’s Pass 10.42am

Ōtira 11.03am

Jacksons 11.21am

Moana (Lake Brunner) 11.47am

Kōkiri 12.03pm

Greymouth 12.45pm

Greymouth – Christchurch
Greymouth 1.45pm

Kōkiri 2.26pm

Moana (Lake Brunner) 2.42pm

Jacksons 3.07pm

Ōtira 3.33pm

Arthur’s Pass 3.57pm

Cass 4.19pm

Springfield 5.12pm

Darfield 5.29pm

Rolleston 5.47pm

Christchurch 6.05pm
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Scenic Escapes

Not only can Scenic Journeys take you to the best destinations in 
New Zealand, we can help you enjoy them. Scenic Escapes include 
train travel, accommodation in New Zealand’s finest hotels, and a 
diverse range of activities.

Whichever train journey you take, there’s a range of exciting 
packages to consider.

Northern Explorer
> Visit the world famous Waitomo Glow Worm caves  

and the recently upgraded hobbit home of Hobbiton.

> Walk or ski Mount Ruapehu staying at the iconic  
Chateau Tongariro.

> Make a trip south to Wellington. Stay for up to 4 nights at 
Rydges hotel, right in the heart of the compact little capital.

Coastal Pacific 
Available between October and April

> Break the trip between Wellington and Christchurch with  
a night at the Mercure in Picton, and spend an afternoon  
on the mail boat, delivering around the picturesque  
Queen Charlotte Sound.

> Taste some of Marlborough’s finest wines and stay at the  
fine Chateau Marlborough.

> Spend the day in awe on a Whale Watching experience  
before bedding down at the Kaikōura Boutique Hotel.

TranzAlpine
> Travel across the Alps to Moana on the TranzAlpine and enjoy 

a leisurely lunch at the Station Café followed by a stroll along 
the calm shores of Lake Brunner. Re-connect with the train as it 
journeys back towards Christchurch.

> Tour the West Coast and see sub-tropical rainforest and the 
famous Punakaiki Pancake Rocks. Settle in for the night at 
the Kingsgate in Greymouth before your morning tour of the 
historical Shantytown.

Whatever you choose, you can relax knowing it’s all organised for 
you and you’re getting superb value for money. Browse the full 
range of escapes on our website.

kiwirailscenic.co.nz10 11
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Scenic Rail Passes

Available between October and April

Part of being on holiday is knowing you can do what you want, 
whenever you want. So the Scenic Rail Pass is perfect. It allows you 
to hop on and off any of our train services, at any station, as many 
times as you like for the duration of your pass. Rail passes offer 
excellent value for money and the more you travel, the better  
value they become. Choose from two kinds:

FIXED PASS 

For 7 days, 14 days or 21 days. 

FREEDOM PASS 

Purchase ‘travel days’ (minimum of three) which can then be used 
on any days over the extended summer season.

Rail passes are valid for travel over the extended summer season 
while all three of our services are operating.

Throughfares

PICTON – WELLINGTON

Available between October and April

Travel seamlessly between the North and South Islands with a 
throughfare, combining the Coastal Pacific train with either the 
Interislander ferry or a Sounds Air scenic flight.

Your baggage will be transferred for you, simply let the check-in 
staff know your itinerary and we’ll take care of the rest. There is 
also a courtesy shuttle between Picton Railway Station and Picton 
Airport to connect with Sounds Air.

GREYMOUTH – FOX GLACIER – QUEENSTOWN

Extend your TranzAlpine train journey to reach more must-visit 
destinations of the South. 

InterCity busses connect with the TranzAlpine to seamlessly transfer 
you between Greymouth and Queenstown, via Fox Glacier. Tour the 
Great Coast Road of the West Coast, and experience the impressive 
glacier country – a Scenic Throughfare bound to impress. 

kiwirailscenic.co.nz12 13
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Our Carriages

You can now enjoy all the KiwiRail Scenic Journeys in comfort,  
with the arrival of award-winning, world class carriages.

To make the most of the spectacular scenery these temperature 
controlled carriages feature oversized side windows combined with 
unique sky view windows for a truly panoramic view.

Relax in the specially designed seating configured either in pairs 
around tables, or as recliners that can be turned to face the 
direction the train is travelling. Below the floor, advanced glide  
air suspension means a smooth and quiet ride.

The carriage windows are non-tinted and non-reflective – ideal 
for taking photos through – and there is also an open air viewing 
carriage for further photo opportunities.

Inside, keep track of the journey with individual commentary via 
headphones, as well as route information on overhead HD screens.

When you’re hungry, the café carriage offers a diverse menu for all 
tastes accompanied by renowned New Zealand wines and  
boutique beers.

kiwirailscenic.co.nz 1514

2142 TRS KRSJ Bringing NZ to You Brochure_V1sj.indd   14-15 1/10/14   3:31 pm



Gift Passes

If you’re looking for a special and memorable gift for someone, 
a KiwiRail Scenic Journey Gift Pass is perfect. You can choose a 
specific journey, or let them decide with a voucher.

GIFT A JOURNEY

Choose one of the spectacular scenic journeys for a meaningful 
gift. Just select your service, and then the start and finish locations.

GIFT A VOUCHER

If you’d rather let them choose, you can give a voucher with a  
value of your choice. Vouchers can be used on any KiwiRail  
Scenic Journey long distance service, visit kiwirailscenic.co.nz  
for more information.

Charters and Group Travel

By chartering a train, you’ll have the benefit of flexibility and 
comfort with an entire train exclusively to yourself. Choose from 
romantic vintage carriages, executive style carriages, comfortable 
modern carriages or our unique Silver Fern Rail Car fleet. Your train 
can be pulled by a steam or diesel locomotive.

This exciting travel option is perfect for weddings, tours, birthday 
parties, corporate functions, and sporting events. If you prefer,  
we can organise the catering and decorate carriages to a theme.

Book your charter or group on 0800 872 468.

Travelling with Children

Children aged from 2 years must be allocated a seat, and all children 
from 2–14 years inclusive must be accompanied by an adult.

Infants of 0–2 years may travel free if sitting on an adult’s knee for 
the duration of the journey, with one infant per adult travelling 
in this manner. If an infant is to travel in a car seat, a seat can be 
allocated at a child fare.

kiwirailscenic.co.nz16 17
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Things to Note

Some tips to help you plan your trip.

Timetables
Timetables shown are subject to change without notification  
– please check 24 hours in advance.

Seating preferences
Every effort is made to meet your seating preferences. However, 
requests are not guaranteed, particularly if travel is booked within 
24 hours of departure.

Extra assistance
Our staff are highly trained in ensuring your trip is enjoyable, 
however if you have any specific requirements, please mention this 
at time of booking.

Support
If you need assistance during your trip, our attendants will be ready 
to help you. Be sure to advise them during your journey of any 
onward travel connections. 

Passengers with high support needs must have their own support 
person. Please feel free to discuss this when booking your trip.

Baggage
Passengers are advised to insure all baggage and personal items. Please 
remember to attach labels with your contact details at your destination.

Each passenger may carry two checked baggage items, with a maximum 
weight of 20kg per item. Size must not exceed 200 linear cm (height 
plus length plus width). For baggage between 20 and 30kg we require 
your assistance loading and unloading from the baggage car.

Extra baggage (e.g. surfboards, bicycles) will be carried if space  
is available, at $10 per item per service. 

Each fare paying passenger may take one small hand bag, and 
personal items such as a camera, coat or umbrella onboard. 
Passengers are responsible for carry-on baggage. Hand baggage 
obstructing passenger areas will be moved to the baggage car.

Non-personal items such as household equipment, crates of fruit 
etc. will not be carried. For safety reasons, dangerous articles must 
not be packed in checked or carry-on baggage. Restricted articles 
include but are not limited to compression gases, corrosives, 
explosives, flammable liquids and solids, radioactive materials, 
oxidising materials, poisons and infectious substances. These 
items may be carried, however, will be separated and stored in a 
designated Hazardous (Dangerous) Items area of the luggage van.

Things to Note

Alcohol
All KiwiRail Scenic trains are fully licensed, with a range of alcoholic 
beverages available for purchase. Passengers are prohibited from 
consuming their own alcohol onboard. If transporting alcohol,  
it must be carried in the baggage car en route. 

Animals
Other than seeing-eye dogs, animals are not permitted on our trains.

Bicycles
Bicycles can be carried at the rate of $10 per train service, limited 
to one per passenger. Please book in advance, as the transport of 
bicycles cannot otherwise be guaranteed. Be aware you may be 
asked to remove pedals, fold handlebars, and cover chains and 
sharp edges.

Smoking
By law, all KiwiRail trains are designated non-smoking services 
(Smokefree Places Act 1990). Smoking is not permitted  
anywhere onboard.

Wheelchairs and mobility scooters
Wheelchair hoists provide access to the café car from track  
level. There are designated spaces for wheel chair users, and  
a disabled toilet.

Electric wheelchairs and mobility scooters can be carried if their 
size and weight fits the hoist and boarding space available.  
Please request this at the time of booking.

SuperGold Cardholders
Holders of SuperGold cards are entitled to a 10% discount off a 
range of fares. This discount is only available when booking through 
the KiwiRail Scenic Journey’s website.

SuperGold discounts are not available on Scenic Escape packages, 
Rail Passes, Gift Vouchers or promotional fares.

Fare Guide
A tiered fare structure exists on the TranzAlpine, Northern Explorer 
and Coastal Pacific. A limited number of discounted fares are 
available on most train services.  
Discount and concession fares are available for purchase only 
within New Zealand. All prices include GST, and are subject to 
change without prior notification.

kiwirailscenic.co.nz18 19
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Where to Find Us

TRAVEL CENTRES

Christchurch Travel Centre
Railway Station 
Troup Drive 
Addington 
Christchurch 

Wellington Travel Centre
Railway Station 
Bunny Street 
Wellington

RAILWAY STATIONS

North Island
Auckland Britomart, 12 Queen Street

Papakura Railway Street

Hamilton Fraser Street, Frankton

National Park Ruapehu Street

Ōhakune Thames Street

Palmerston North Matthews Avenue

Paraparaumu Amohia Street

Wellington Bunny Street

South Island
Arthur’s Pass Main Road

Blenheim Sinclair Street

Christchurch Troup Drive, Addington

Greymouth Mackay Street

Kaikōura Whaleway Station Road

Mina Campbell Road

Picton Auckland Street

Rangiora Blackett Street

Rolleston Main South Road

Seddon Mills Street

Waipara Ferguson Street

kiwirailscenic.co.nz 2120
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kiwirailscenic.co.nz 
0800 TRAINS (872 467)

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 2014
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